INTERVENTION OF SHAN TIEN'S LUCKY DAY

creatures such as you describe are unknown in this
province, they undoubtedly exist in outer barbarian
lands, cis do apes with the tails of peacocks, ducks
with their bones outside their skins, beings whose
pale green eyes can discover the precious hidden
things of the earth, and men with a hole through
fcheir chests so that they require no chair to carry
them, but are transposed from spot to spot by
means of poles."

" Your mind is widely opened, esteemed/' replied
Lao Ting respectfully. " Yet the omen must surely
tend towards a definite course ? "

" Be guided by the mature philosophy of the re-
solute Heng-ki, who, after an unfortunate augury,
exclaimed to his desponding warriors: 'Do your
best and let the Omens do their worst!' What
has happened is as clear as the iridescence of a
dragon's eye. In the past you have lent a sum of
money to a friend who has thereupon passed into
the Upper Air, leaving you unrequited."

"A friend receiving a sum of money from this
person would have every excuse for passing away
suddenly."

" Or," continued the accommodating recluse," you
have in s6me other way placed so formidable an
obligation upon one now in the Beyond that his
disturbed spirit can no longer endure the burden.
For this reason it has taken the form of a luminous
insect, and has thus returned to earth in order that
it may assist you and thereby discharge the debt."

"The explanation is a convincing one," replied
Lao Ting. "Might it not have been more satis-
Jactory in the end, however, if the gracious person
n question had clothed himself with the attributes
)f the examining chancellor or some high mandarin,
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